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From the Headmaster… 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school that 
preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

Upcoming 

	   January 2016 

As we begin this new year, it is worth reflecting on our goals for this past year and our 
progress towards them.  I am a passionate believer in keeping goals simple.  My own 
personal and professional goals for this past year fit this criteria: 1) bring order, 2) pray 
daily, 3) and build relationships. 

Over the past year, these goals have become so foundational to my life that I have 
decided not to change them for 2016.  And when I think about the third goal of 
building relationships, especially in this Year of Mercy, I know that it begins with simply 
being present to the people around me and reaching across the divide which sometimes 
separates us. When I spoke about this at the October parent meeting and wrote about 
it again in the December Guardian, I emphasized how important it is for us to model 
for our children what it means to move beyond ourselves to see and meet the needs of 
those around us.   

What a gift it is to serve at a place like JPG, where I can see this modeled every day in 
the way that teachers take extra time with students who are struggling.  I see it too in 
the way parents reach out to support each other in their heroic efforts to form and raise 
their children as saints and apostles.  Perhaps most beautifully, I see it in the way that 
our children often seek to embrace new students and reach out to those who might 
otherwise not “fit in.” 

So often the world can discourage us and leave us feeling hopeless, isolated and alone, which is why we must continue to 
foster a culture that builds up our children and supports our connections with one another.  The human heart (young or old), 
does not flourish in an environment of hostility, negativity, and division.  The human heart flourishes in an environment of 
love, patience, and kindness.  In short, we were not made for isolation, we were made for friendship. 

Over the course of this coming year, we will be focusing with our students on the following steps as concrete ways of building 
the bonds of friendship within our community.  These steps will be displayed in classrooms, and referred to often.  They are, 
of course, very easy to understand, but difficult to put in to practice: 

 

 

 

  
  

JPG is a family, yet we know how easily a family can be divided when it is not rooted in love, when Jesus Christ ceases to 
be the glue which holds it together.  In this Year of Mercy, let us ask ourselves again and again how we can be more faithful 
witnesses to Jesus Christ, not just to the poor and suffering far away, but to those faces that surround us each day. 

In the peace of Christ, 

 
 

Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster 

Jan 6 – March For Life Meeting @ 5pm 
Jan 6 – Mandatory Quarterly Parent 
            Meeting/Epiphany of Beauty 
            Night @ 6pm 
Jan 12 – American Heritage Girls @ 
              3:30pm 
Jan 18 – No Classes, MLK Day 
Jan 18 - 23 – March for Life 
Jan 27 – Open House @ 10am and 1pm 
Jan 28 – Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, 
              Holy Mass @ 8:30am 
Jan 30 – Women’s Group @ 9:30am 

4 Ways to Break Friendships: 

1. Exclude others 
2. Gossip & make negative comments 
3. Assume the worst	  
4. Refuse to forgive	  

4 Ways to Build Friendships: 

1. Welcome every person 
2. Compliment & speak positively about others 
3. Listen and give the benefit of the doubt 
4. Ask for forgiveness, and be ready to forgive.  

“Do	  not	  let	  any	  unwholesome	  talk	  
come	  out	  of	  your	  mouths,	  but	  only	  
what	  is	  helpful	  for	  building	  others	  
up	  according	  to	  their	  needs,	  that	  it	  
may	  impart	  grace	  to	  those	  who	  
listen.”	  	  Ephesians	  4:29	  
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Congratulations 
Mrs. Menard! 
_________________ 

Our very own Mrs. Mindy 
Menard has been nominated 
for Teacher of the Year by 
the Lafayette Education 
Foundation. We are so 
proud of Mrs. Menard and 
appreciate all of her hard 
work and dedication to JPG!  

Thank you! 
Because of your generosity, we were able to raise close to 

$6,000 for the Christmas Gift Fund for our faculty and 
staff. Thank you so much for supporting us! 

Thank you to the Parent Teacher Organization for treating 
our faculty and staff to a wonderful Christmas meal.  

Happy New Year   
from  John Paul the Great Academy 

2016-2017 Registration 
_________________ 

The deadline to register your returning students for the 
2016-2017 school year was December 31. If you have not 
registered your returning students by filling out the re-
enrollment form emailed to you, it is very important that 
you do so at your earliest convenience to reserve your 
spot(s) at JPG. If you have a new student coming to JPG, 
please email Molly McCracken at mollym@jpgacademy.org 
to begin the application process.  
 

Mr. Mark Bennett was born 
and raised in Biloxi, 
Mississippi and is a graduate 
from UL Lafayette. He has 
taught in parishes and 
Catholic schools in the 
Diocese of Lafayette for 8 
years, ranging from youth 
ministry and high school 
CCD, to RCIA and Adult 
Faith Formation. Mr. 
Bennett is blessed to be married to Mrs. Denise Bennett, 
our PreK3 aide. They have 3 children who attend JPG: 
Therese (3), Francis (K), and Miriam (PreK3), and have just 
welcomed their fourth child, Zelie, who was born on 
November 10. Mr. Bennett was drawn towards JPG’s 
mission to form the whole child by offering a spiritual, 
intellectual, and human formation. 
 

Meet... 

Mark Bennett 
Theology Teacher 
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Veritas 

Ladies Night Out! 
___________________ 

All women are invited to the second quarterly JPG Women's 
Group gathering on Saturday, January 30, from 9:30am 
– 11:00am in the refectory!  Join other moms, guardians, 
grandmothers, faculty, staff and friends of JPG for an 
evening of fellowship and faith formation.  Speaker Kristin 
Niedbala will continue to unpack Pope Francis' beautiful 
document on the Year of Mercy, which highlights the 
Catholic Church's "mission to be a witness to 
mercy."  Dinner will be provided.  Feel free to bring a 
friend!  R.S.V.P. to Gretchen at ggeorge@jpgacademy.org. 

March for Life 
_______________ 
Final balance due – 
January 8 
 
Please pray for our JPG 
students, teachers, and 
chaperones as they embark 
on pilgrimage to the March for Life in Washington, D.C. 
from January 18-23 to take a stand for life.  

Students 
celebrated the 

end of f inals 
week with 
Christmas 

accessories! 

Adoration  
_____________ 

Please consider spending an 
hour with Our Lord. The 
following hours need 
committed adorers: 
 
• Sundays @ 12pm 

 
• Thursdays @ 1am 

 
• Fridays @ 2am, 8am 

 
• Saturdays 

@ 11am, 12pm, 1pm 

 

Fides 

Physics students had to create 
a bridge that could hold 35 
pounds while remaining as 

l ight as possible. The l ightest 
bridge was just 60 grams!  

St. Gerard Society 
___________________ 

The St. Gerard Society welcomes to life Canon Paul Falgout, 
born on December 17 to Adam and Erin Falgout, and Zelie 
Noelle Bennett, born on November 10 to Mark and Denise 
Bennett. Congratulations!  
 
The St. Gerard Society is in need of more volunteers to help 
prepare meals for families with newborns. To sign up, 
please email Mrs. Bernie Gauthe at 
bernie.gauthe@gmail.com. 

Speech & Debate 
___________________ 

The Guardian Speech & Debate team is hosting a 
tournament at JPG on Saturday, January 9. Schools from 
all over Louisiana will be in attendance, so we are looking 
forward to welcoming them to our beautiful campus. 
Additionally, students will be attending the following 
competitions: 
 
• January 15-16: St. Thomas More 
• January 22-23: National Speech & Debate Association 

Congress Qualifiers 
• January 29-30: Ascension Episcopal  

 
As always, we appreciate the support of your prayers, 
volunteer judging, and donations to the program. If you 
would like to volunteer for any tournament, please contact 
Mrs. Mahan at dmahan@jpgacademy.org.  

Drama Club Needs 
___________________ 
The Upper School Drama Club is looking for seamstresses to 
help alter costumes for their spring production of Love’s 
Labour’s Lost (Feb. 25-26). We are also in need of a few costume 
and prop items. Please contact Mrs. Byers at 
ebyers@jpgacademy.org if you are able to donate or loan any of 
the following: 

• Black graduation caps and gowns (5 each) 
• Pretend gold coins (such as Mardi Gras doubloons) 
• Large cardboard appliance boxes (refrigerator, 

washer/dryer, etc.) – to be used in constructing sets, must 
be donated 

• Large, antique-style hardcover books, such as 
encyclopedias or atlases 

• Wrought-iron garden benches 
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Basketball  
SCHEDULE 

 
Jan 5 – Away @ 6pm  
Jan 7 – Home @ 6pm 
Jan 11 – Away @ 6pm 
Jan 14 – Away @ 6pm 
Jan 15 – Home @ 6pm 
Jan 22 – Home @ 6pm 
Jan 26 – Home @ 6pm 
Jan 29 – Home @ 6pm 

Soccer state Runner-Ups 
___________________________ 

Congratulations to the Guardians for being the 
2015 ACEL Soccer State Runner-Ups: CHEF 
Baton Rouge 4, Guardians 2. 
 

Guardian Basketball 
___________________________ 

Our basketball season is in full swing! The 
next home game is on January 7 at 6:00pm. 
Come support the Guardians! 
 

Lower School Christmas Play 


